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The importance of the agricultural element in the borough The town
community was signally shown during the agrarian revolu-
tion, when the townsmen rose in defence of their commons.
At London in 1513, according to the account given by
Holinshed, "the citizens of London finding themselves
grieved with the enclosures of the common fields about Isling-
ton, Hoxton, Shoreditch and other places near to the city . . .
assembled themselves on a morning and went with spades and
shovels unto the same fields, and there (like diligent workmen)
so bestirred themselves that within a short space all the
hedges about those towns were cast down and the ditches
filled. The king's council coming to the Grey Friars to under-
stand what was meant by this doing were so answered by the
mayor and council of the city that the matter was dissembled:
and so when the workmen had done their work they came
home in quiet manner, and the fields were never after
hedged"1. A parallel incident is recorded at Bristol:
" This year [1549] i*1 May was a great rising in this city,
and many men broke down hedges and thrust down ditches
that were enclosed near the city"2. For many years
Coventry was torn by dissensions over the control of the
common lands. Inflammatory verses were nailed on the
minster door:
" The city is bond that should be free,
The right is holden fro the commonalty,
Our commons that at Lammas open should be cast
They be closed in and hedged full fast"3.
The early history of English towns is extremely obscure.
During the Roman occupation municipal life attained some
degree of importance, and Colchester, Lincoln, Gloucester,
York and St. Albans (Verulamium) became prominent. The
Records of Leicester, ii. 103 ; Records of Oxford (ed. W. H. Turner, 1880),
109, 132 ; York Memorandum Book (ed. M. Sellers, 1912), i. 18 ; Memorials
of London (ed. H. T. Riley, 1868), 20 ; Records of Norwich, ii. 205 ; Oak
Book of Southampton (ed. P. Studer, 1910), i. 53 ; V. Green, History of
Worcester (1796), ii. App. Ixvii. For regulations governing the town-fields
(old by-laws codified in 1541), see J. A. Twemlow, Liverpool Town Boohs
(1918), i. 6 seq.
1  Holinshed, Chronicles (1808), iii. 599.
2  Adams's Chronicle of Bristol, gg.              z Coventry Leet Book, ii. 577.